
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
5th March 2014 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Cecile Biant (in the Chair); Councillors Farooq Ahmed, Iftikhar 
Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed, Shefali Ahmed, Sultan Ali, Bethell, Surinder Biant, Danczuk, 
Duckworth, Farnell, James Gartside, Jane Gartside, Hobhouse, Hornby, Linden, 
Mulgrew, Neilson, O’Neill, Sheerin, Sullivan, Wazir, Winkler and Zaman.  
 
OFFICERS:  G. Pilling, N. Rogers, H. Smith and G. Wood (Economy and 
Environment Service), J. Taylor (Early Help and Schools Service), M. Reynolds,  
V. White and P. Thompson (Corporate Services).  
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Inspector U. Khan and Sergeant C. Howarth (Greater 
Manchester Police), T. Hilton (Link4Life) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Ali and Councillor Peter Davison 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
87 There were no declarations of interests. 
 
GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE - UPDATE 
88 Inspector Umer Khan and Sergeant Craig Howarth (Greater Manchester 
Police) and Mark Reynolds (Community Safety Officer) updated the Township 
Committee on activities and initiatives that were undertaken during the third quarter 
of 2013/2014 (October – December) by Greater Manchester Police in the Rochdale 
Township Division, in partnership with the Council’s Community Safety Team. 
 
Particular reference was made to efforts and initiatives to counter burglaries and anti-
social behaviour. The Police had achieved some significant successes in this regard 
and there had been a reduction in the number of burglaries across the Township 
recorded.  
 
The Committee were informed of measures that the Police, in partnership with the 
Community Safety Team, had taken in Rochdale town centre during the busy period 
during the Christmas and New Year holiday period, which had proved to be a great 
success with minimal incidents that had given cause for concern.  
 
Members discussed the presentation in detail, generally welcoming the reduction in 
serious crime across the Township during the three month period that was covered. 
Inspector Khan updated Members on work the Police were undertaking, in 
partnership with the Council, plus other statutory and voluntary organisations, to 
counter criminal activity at the Turner Brothers Site in the Township. 
 
Inspector Khan advised that he was due to commence other duties with greater 
Manchester Police with effect from 10th March 2014, and he was to be replaced by 
Inspector Michelle Hughes.  
  
DECIDED – That (1) the Greater Manchester Police update be noted and 
welcomed; 
 (2) the Committee extend their best wishes to Inspector Khan on his 
new post within Greater Manchester Police. 
 
 

Public Document Pack



 
PRESENTATION - METROLINK 
89 The Chair introduced Mr Steve Burns, of Transport for Greater Manchester, 
who gave a presentation on the Metrolink service that was due to be operational in 
Rochdale town centre later on in 2014. Although no specific date for the 
commencement of services could be given at this stage. 
 
The Committee was informed that the final test stage of the line from Rochdale Rail 
Station via Drake Street to the town centre was due to start imminently. This would 
involve the use of carriages without passengers so that the service can test out the 
proposed timetable and check for possible operational problems. 
 
Mr Burns advised Members of the present temporary closure of Victoria Station, 
Manchester, to the Metrolink service that was likely to be in place for the next nine 
months approximately. However the Committee were informed that this would not 
impact, or affect, the proposals to extend the service to Rochdale town centre. 
 
Mr Burns answered questions from Members and he was thanked for his informative 
presentation.  
 
DECIDED – That the presentation be noted and welcomed. 
 
PRESENTATION - MERESIDE HOUSE AT SPRINGFIELD PARK 
90 The Committee was addressed by the Chair of the Friends of Springfield 
Park, Mr Ian Birchenough who requested that Members support their plan to convert 
Mereside House, situated in Springfield Park, Rochdale into a café. 
 
Concerns were raised about the safety of Mereside House and questions were asked 
as to what would happen to the current occupiers of the house, Link4Life. Mr 
Birchenough advised members that staff at Springfield Park had been told that the 
house was unsafe, even though the building was still being used.  
 
The Committee was informed that Link4Life currently has a Service Level Agreement 
to use Mereside House to store equipment. The Friends of Springfield Park were 
asking to procure a long term lease of the building to allow them to proceed with their 
proposals to develop a café. 
 
DECIDED – That (1) the Committee welcomes the presentation by the Chair of 
the Friends of Springfield Park, supporting in principle the proposal to develop 
a café facility at Springfield Park, Rochdale; 

(2) the Director of Economy and Environment be requested to submit a 
report to the Committee’s meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 10th September 
2014,  examining all options for the future use of Mereside House, Springfield 
Park, Rochdale. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
91 The following issues were raised in the Committee’s Open Forum session: 
 

(a) Incredible Edible 
The Chair advised the Committee of a request to use part of the memorial gardens in 
Rochdale, in the area adjacent to the police station, for use as a community growing 
plot to grow fruit, vegetables and herbs. The Committee supported the proposal, but 
with the proviso that fruit and herbs only shall be planted in this area – vegetables 
were not to be included. 
 



DECIDED – That the proposal be supported, and that final plans be agreed with 
the Environmental Management Service. 
 

(b) TBA Turner Brothers 
The Township Committee received a series of 12 questions in advance of the 
meeting that had been submitted by Mr W. Hobhouse and Mr M. Coates respectively 
relating to security, safety and health issues in respect of the TBA Turner Brothers 
site in Rochdale. The Director of Economy and Environment answered the questions 
submitted advising Members that various agencies are doing all they can to make 
contact with the owners of the site, and letters of correspondence in this regard from 
the Council, had been made available to the TBA Working Party. Members of the 
Committee discussed this matter in some detail, concurring with the residents that 
the site, in its current state, posed significant health risks to residents who lived 
nearby. 
 
DECIDED – That the Director of Economy and Environment be requested to 
provide an update report on developments at the TBA Turner Brothers site to 
the Township Committee’s next scheduled meeting on 11th June 2014. 
 
MINUTES 
92 DECIDED – That the minutes of the meeting of Rochdale Township 
Committee held 8th January 2014 be approved as a correct record. 
 
NADEN MILL ADOPTION UNDER SECTION 228 HIGHWAYS ACT 
93 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of Economy and 
Environment Services which requested that Members adopt the highway known as 
Blackpits Road, Coal Bank Fold, Naden View, Paperhouse Close, Rochdale. 
 
The recommendations in the report were presented as pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 228 Highways Act 1980, the Council, as the designated Highway Authority, is 
able to declare a street to be a highway maintainable at public expense provided that 
a developer has carried out the street works to a satisfactory standard. Following the 
carrying out of street works in a private street, under Section 228 of the Highways Act 
1980, the Highway Authority may by notice declare the street to be a highway 
maintainable at public expense and on the expiration of one month from the day on 
which the notice was first displayed it shall become a public highway (Section 228(1) 
Highways Act 1980) unless the owner of the street or, if more than one, the majority 
in number of the owners of the street, object. If objections are received the Highway 
authority may apply to a Magistrates’ Court for an order overruling the objection 
(Section 228(2) Highways Act 1980). Objections can only be made by the owner of 
the land over which the highway runs. This means that only those with an interest in 
the land, rather than the general public, can enter an objection  
 
Alternatives considered: If the Committee does not agree to adopt this street the 
developer may force the Council to adopt the street through a Section 37 of the 
Highways Act 1980 process whereby a developer may propose to dedicate a street 
as highway maintainable at public expense. However, if this is done the Council will 
not receive its supervision fees its legal fees. 
 
DECIDED – That (1) the Committee authorises the, Borough of Rochdale 
(Naden Mill, Rochdale) Adoption Order 2013, utilizing powers contained within 
the Highways Act 1980, Section 228; 

(2) the Committee authorises the Director of Economy and Environment 
Services to take the necessary steps to secure the making confirmation and 



implementation of the Adoption Order including the service of all notices and 
the presentation of the Councils case at any public inquiry (if necessary); 

(3) the Committee authorises, subject to there being no objections to the 
statutory notices, the Council as the designated Highway Authority to adopt 
the site known as Naden Mill, which is considered a highway as detailed within 
this report and shown upon the plan  attached to the report, numbered 
NMS228001; 

(4) the Township Committee confirms that it has considered the relevant 
provisions of the Human Rights Act 1998, in making the decisions. 
Eligible for Call-in: Yes. 

 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDERS 
94 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of 
Economy and Environment Services that advised Members of the need to use 
Compulsory Purchase powers to secure clear title to sites referred to in Section Two 
of the submitted report and the Appendices attached thereto. The report also sought 
the Committee’s approval to make the necessary Compulsory Purchase Orders, as 
listed in Section Two of the report and described individually in the report’s 
Appendices. The Director of Economy and Environment also advised the Committee 
that in considering the proposals in the report Members should consider the relevant 
Human Rights legislation in the context of any decision to compulsory 
 
The Director reported that during the period 2000 and 2009 the Council were in 
receipt of substantial sums of external funding from the Housing Market Renewal 
Programme and related initiatives. Physical regeneration activity was co-ordinated by 
the Rochdale Development Agency and in the initial years of the programme major 
sums were spent on the acquisition of property to provide sites for housing re-
development and associated regeneration. The sites to be acquired were identified 
through master-plans that were approved by the Council with the general intent of 
removing older residential, commercial and industrial properties in poor condition and 
providing good quality residential units in areas of housing need. There was a 
reasonable expectation that the projected 15-year lifespan of the Housing Market 
Renewal Programme would create a funding stream that could resolve obvious 
physical constraints such as contamination, flood levels and poor ground conditions 
and provide any necessary subsidy to cover the gap between the cost of construction 
and end value.  
 
The Director of Economy and Environment Services reported that the cost of the 
proposals detailed in the report had been estimated at £250,000. There were 10 
Compulsory Purchase Orders in all and therefore the cost could vary as it is very 
much dependent on whether objections were received and whether those objections 
could be resolved without convening a public enquiry. The costs would be funded 
from the residual Housing Market Renewal budget. Section 226(1) (b) of the Town & 
Country Planning Act 1990 refers to acquisition in the interests of “proper planning” 
and is  a more general power than S226 (1) (a) which relates specifically to 
acquisition required to facilitate development.   As such the acquiring authority (the 
Council) must have a clear and compelling case to justify its proposals for the 
compulsory acquisition of land and show that it is in the public interest. It will need to 
defend such proposals at any Public Local Inquiry. 
 
Alternatives considered: None. 
 



DECIDED - That (1) the Township Committee approves the making of the 
Compulsory Purchase Orders listed below in Section 2 of the submitted report 
and in the appendices attached thereto; 

(2) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (Ainsworth Street, Oldham Road, Rochdale ) CPO 2014 utilising the 
powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990; 

(3) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (Vincent Street, Oldham Road Rochdale ) CPO 2014 utilising the 
powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990; 
 (4) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (257-283 (odd nos) Entwisle Road, Rochdale ) CPO 2014 utilising the 
powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990; 
 (5) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (Nile Street, Entwisle Road, Trafalgar Street, Blake Street, Rochdale) 
CPO 2014 utilising the powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990; 

(6) The Township Committee authorizes the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (Land bounded by Gowers Street, Entwisle Road and Weedon Street, 
Rochdale) CPO  2014, utilising the powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990; 

(7) The Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale ( Site of former British Millerain works and site of 244 to 262 (even) 
Entwisle Road and 1,2,3,4,8 and 9 Zetland Place, Rochdale ) CPO 2014   
utilising the powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990; 

(8) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (Ramsay Street, Ramsay Place, Ramsay Terrace, Beverley Place 
Rochdale) CPO 2014 utilising the powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990; 

(9) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (site of 219-223, Entwisle Road and adjoining land, Rochdale ) CPO 
2014  utilising the powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990; 

(10) the Township Committee authorises the making of the Borough of 
Rochdale (Land bounded by Hare Street, Lincoln Street, Durham Street, 
Isherwood Street, Pioneer Street, Rochdale ) CPO 2014 utilising the powers 
within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990; 

(11) the Township Committee authorises the making of the  Borough of 
Rochdale (Site of 51-59 Ramsay Street and adjoining land, Rochdale ) CPO 
2014 utilising the powers within S.226 (1) (b) of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990; 

(12) the Township Committee authorizes the Deputy Chief Executive and 
the Director of Economy and Environment Services to undertake the necessary 
legal procedures and associated action in relation to the Orders listed in 
Section Two of the submitted report and in the Appendices attached thereto; 

(13) the Township Committee confirms that it has considered the 
implications of the Human Rights Act 1998, namely that there hasn’t been a 
breach of the Act in the compulsory acquisition of the land within the Orders 
described in Section Two of the submitted report and in the Appendices 
attached thereto. 
Eligible for Call-in: Yes. 
 
ROCHDALE COUNCIL'S ASSET STRATEGY 
95 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of Economy and 
Environment Services that sought the views of Members on the proposed Asset 



Strategy for 2013/2014 to 2015/2016, which had previously approved in principle by 
the Cabinet, on 16th December 2013, pending consideration by the Township 
Committees and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
The purpose of the Asset Strategy was to establish objectives for the Council’s 
portfolio for the three year period up to the end of 2015/2016. The Strategy was 
rooted in the Council’s corporate objectives, as articulated in Aiming High and Vision 
and Blueprint. It sought to present the vision of how the portfolio might look in 
2015/2016 and provides specific objectives for Services and the Council’s property 
managers to aim for. 
 
The Asset Strategy, in particular it’s Work-streams and Action Plan, is designed to be 
a dynamic and developing document. Developmental changes to the Asset Strategy 
should be authorised by the Director of Economy and Environment. 
 
DECIDED – That Rochdale Council’s Asset Strategy be noted. 
Eligible for Call-in: No. 
 
TOWNSHIPS PLAN 2014/2015 
96 The Township Committee considered a report of the Deputy Chief Executive 
which asked Members to agree priorities for 2014/2015 as presented within the draft 
Townships Plan, detailed at the Appendix to the report. The draft Townships Plan 
had previously been agreed by the Leader of the Council, the portfolio Holder for 
Corporate Services and Townships and by the Council’s four Township Chairs.   
 
The recommendations in the report were presented as Members were asked to 
approve the Township Plan to allow the Township to focus on local priorities in line 
with the Council’s four key priorities – People, Place, Prosperity and Public Service 
Reform. The Townships Plan includes strategies and objectives that have been 
identified to meet the priorities which have identified by each Township.  The 
Township Plan will also guide and direct the use of devolved budgets including the 
Township Funds for the financial year 2014/2015. It was suggested that Members be 
asked to review the content after a period of six months to allow the strategies to 
remain fluid, current and relevant. 
 
Alternatives considered: to not review the plan would have resulted in Townships 
operating under their previous plans which are no longer thought to be fit for purpose. 
 
DECIDED - That the Committee approves the Rochdale Township Plan 
2014/2015. 
Eligible for Call-in: No. 
 
SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY VACANCIES 
97 The Township Committee considered a report of the Assistant Director – 
Early Help and Schools that sought nominations to a number of School Governing 
Body vacancies, at schools in the Rochdale Township. 

DECIDED – That (1) Mr S. Hashmi be appointed to one of the 
vacancies at Matthew Moss High School and the other be deferred to the 
next meeting of the Committee; 

(2) Ms J. Lyons be appointed to the Governing Body of 
Meanwood Community Primary School; 

(3) Mrs J. Bannon be appointed to the Governing Body Sacred 
Heart RC Primary School; 

(4) Councillor Surinder Biant be appointed to the Governing Body 
of Spotland Primary School; 



(5) no appointment be made to the vacancy at St. Edward’s C.E. 
Primary School;  

Eligible for Call-in: No. 
 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY - LAND AT 53-61 TWEEDALE STEET 
98 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of Economy and 
Environment Services, the purpose of which was to obtain approval for the release of 
the land at 53 - 61 Tweedale Street, Rochdale for disposal. 
 
The Director of Economy and Environment reported that the site in question 
comprised an unused piece of land between the end terrace residential properties of 
53 and 61 Tweedale Street, Rochdale, as shown on a plan attached to the report. At 
present the site does not contain any buildings however there were previously five 
terraced properties on the site. The site is now covered with grass which is 
overgrown and has a negative impact on the visual amenity of the area. Initial talks 
with the Council’s Planning Service had highlighted that development of this site may 
be supported, as permitted development includes residential and small scale 
commercial.  
 
Alternatives considered: None - if the sale of this site was not approved then it would 
continue to deteriorate and place a burden on the Council from both a financial and 
environmental perspective. 
 
DECIDED – That (1) the land is released for disposal, either by sale on the open 
market at auction or by private treaty; 

(2).Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council’s Legal Services be 
requested to carry out all of the necessary legal work in connection with the 
disposal; 

(3) the Purchaser be asked to pay all of the Council’s associated legal 
and surveyor’s costs. 
Eligible for Call-in: Yes. 
 
HIGHWAY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 2014/2015 AND HIGHWAYS CAPITAL 
PROGRAMME 2014/2015 
99 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of 
Economy and Environment Services that sought approval for additional schemes 
identified for the Highways Investment Programme during the financial year 
2014/2015. The report also provided a summary of the pre-approved schemes to be 
undertaken in 2014/2015, and the report also updated Members on progress made 
thus far on the Capital and Highway Investment Programme for the financial year 
2013/2014.  

 

The Committee were advised that following agreement of the work programmes, 
delivery of the schemes was being coordinated - insofar as it is possible to do so - 
with the Street Lighting PFI Programme, other highways schemes, planning 
applications, other Rochdale MBC schemes and thirds party utility works. Were it to 
become necessary to delay, postpone or add a scheme to the agreed programme, 
this would be done in consultation with the Portfolio Holder and the Chair of the 
Township Committee. The schemes were to be sequenced in conjunction with the 
Council’s contractors and agreed with the Township Chairs, taking into consideration 
any mitigating external factors. 

 

DECIDED - That (1) the Township Committee notes and supports the schemes 
due to be delivered in 2014/2015 of the Highway Investment Programme, 
subject to the appropriate levels of funding being available; 



(2) the Township Committee notes and supports the schemes due to be 
delivered in 2014/2015 as part of the Highway Maintenance Capital programme, 
subject to the appropriate levels of funding being available; 

(3)The Township Committee notes and acknowledges the Schemes that 
are due for completion during 2014/2015 that were submitted to, and approved 
by the Committee in January 2013;  

(4) the Township Committee notes the progress made on schemes in 
the Capital Programme for 2013/2014 and the first year of the Highway 
Investment Programme; 

(5) where events external to the Council require a rapid response or 
agreement in principle, the Committee authorise the Director of Economy and 
Environment Services to vary the programme in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder and the Chair of this Township Committee. 
Eligible for Call-in: No. 
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
100 DECIDED – That the public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following item of business since it is likely, that in view of 
the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, 
that if members of the public were present there would be disclosure to them 
of exempt information, namely information likely to reveal the identity of an 
individual; information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the authority holding that information); information 
relating to any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated consultations or 
negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matter arising between 
the authority or a Minister of the Crown and employees of, or officer-holders 
under, the authority; and information in respect of which a claim to legal 
professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings.  
 
PROPERTY DISPOSALS 2013/14 
101 The Township Committee considered a private and confidential report of the 
Director of Economy and Environment Services which informed Members of the 
current position with regard to the disposal of property during 2013/2014. 
 
DECIDED – That the report be noted. 
Eligible for Call-in: No. 
 
DISPOSAL OF SITES 
102 The Committee considered a private and confidential report of the Director of 
Economy and Environment which was seeking Members support for the disposal of 
Council owned sites located on Ramsey Place, Rochdale. The sites will be utilised 
for the development of affordable housing. 
 
The recommendations were presented as the Director of Economy and Environment 
was discussing with the Council’s registered provider partners potential bids to the 
Homes and Communities Agency for grant funding from the Affordable Homes 
Programme 2015 - 2018 to enable to development of new affordable housing. 
Council owned sites located on Ramsey Place in Rochdale have been identified as a 
potential bid opportunity.  
 
Alternatives considered: two options were presented to the Committee, firstly: not to 
release the sites and put them on the open market; secondly to develop the site for 
an alternative use.  
 



DECIDED – That Rochdale Township Committee supports the disposal of the 
Council owned sites located on Ramsey Place, Rochdale for the development 
of affordable housing. 
Eligible for call-in: Yes. 
 


	Minutes

